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HARMONY WEEK 2012 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [9.07 am]: I am 
pleased to inform the house that Harmony Week 2012 was very well supported by the Western Australian 
community. Harmony Week is Western Australia’s celebration of cultural diversity and a time to recognise and 
promote the many social, economic and cultural benefits that our diversity means to our state. I trust that all 
members were able to support some of the many events that occurred across Western Australia during the week, 
which included everything from festivals and concerts to football matches, exhibitions and school-based events. 
The state government supported Harmony Week 2012 by funding a range of metropolitan and regional events 
through the community grants program. These events received funding of $43 500 and included popular events 
in Geraldton, Bentley, Perth, Mirrabooka, Margaret River and Bunbury.  

A highlight of Harmony Week was its launch at the presentation of the WA Multicultural Community Service 
Awards 2012. These awards recognise the dedication, passion and commitment of individuals and organisations 
that work to improve services, remove barriers and promote the ideals of our vibrant multicultural society. There 
were five award winners in the individual category. The Department of Sport and Recreation was awarded the 
Engaging the Community Innovation Award, while the City of Rockingham won the Implementing 
Multiculturalism Locally Award. The Community Service Excellence Award was won by the Pilbara 
Multicultural Association, while the Business Migrant of the Year Award was won by Yaran Pty Ltd, building 
and property developers. I congratulate all the winners and highly commended nominees of the Multicultural 
Community Service Awards. 

Harmony Week continues to play a very important role in promoting the social, cultural and economic benefits 
of cultural diversity and, in turn, helping to create a dynamic and vibrant society in Western Australia. A very 
encouraging aspect of successive Harmony Week activities is the growing trend of community initiated events. 
This requires less government money being spent on promoting Harmony Week and more being available to 
assist the actual events. The engagement of Harmony Week objectives across our state is another demonstration 
of Western Australia’s cultural diversity. I thank all members who supported Harmony Week 2012, particularly 
for the role they play in celebrating our cultural diversity.  
 


